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DRIVING A POWERFUL DRAG RACECAR : Part 1 - Getting fo the Starting Line

Thes i& niumbear cng ol Senearal ar-
fiches thal descnbe the expenance
of diving a powerlul drag race ve-
hicle, A1 128 imch whee! bage, 2100
pounds, and 1,700 Boroapoamar, S
racacar s typical of many in tha o
cal Mostalgia cabeganies throughout
hed coushry @nd Canada, IHRAS Top
Crogster, and typical of the power
f IHEA Top Sportaman Some
streat legal compatiion cars ar al
or axceading that power kvl and
meake lifa nberesting for the ownens
and drivers

I ke pRHOL0, OUF FASECET IS POW
all wanmed up, lashed, and lushsd
up with my favorte, methanol.
Ve certainhy like nitro. YWe ana just
about £10,000 per run away from
uging it though. Cur car is all resdy
1o go. NS time be lower it off the
stands cnbo the grownd, an all faur
tings, The car was aready chacked
o in detal from o lengthy chack
Bsl. Tire prassies it 9 Tronl and
i

lengthy discussicn with me aboul
his o kv responsbilties n that
poERion. The tow driver must look
aoursd cancfully befone puling for
wand, We make one alhes person
tha tow leader the eyes and a5
Bahiind 1ha baw driver. The tow driv-
af does nod pull Torsand until onby
tha tow leader says it is OK. | have
SEEM MBI MISast wiher Sveryons in
tha lorey car s waling e pull Toraand
By mustaka) when & onéw person
of maintenanca handware ae in
the way. W foliow that cne-person
procadure eanasnially i tha slaging
lanes whsbn mary ang angund the
racacar for st minute tire pressuns
checks and aniry J axit fnom the
racecar. | have soen frack person
e gives the oo ahesd bo The bave car
driver when crew mamiers o the
drrver walnd N Rarms way arcund
the racecar Owr [ow driver wails
for clearancg froem our tow leader:
Thea bosw laader doas 8 final chack
around the racecar and gives the

READY TO TOW P Now the
car s on the ground. The light
waighl Funmcar body i Bbed up
wn th i, | crasid IndD thes car 50 That
| can sbear and Brake & whan it s

Towead ot of the pits. Tha 1ow rope
s connected, The crow chogks for
all of the reguened sgupment in the
low wahicle, Raca angine siarters
and baltérias, fire Suit, féew minGr
Toois, anti-hog tor the helmet -
sor, clean gloth for the helmet
e and wind akisld, hand Peld
FIRE EXTINGLISHERS suilabde Tor
mathanal or oi fina, priming boktle
for gLarting, ear plugs oF aar muls
for the crow, and tine air bottie oe
axamples. Do Rt Torget sose fing
axtinguishers, The crew has baan
Briefad on their lecalion and how
iy work., The crew climbs into
the o car, The tow wehicle drisgr
puls forward showly b tighilen the
Tow nopes, Badore all of 1hes, the tow
withicle driver has gond through a

go anead. and tha racacar genthy
mowves foremnd. | siece it behind the
B velsia and conbinualy walsh
o poth sidhes 1o avosd pecestnans
Orlgakers walch as the car is -
recied through tha pils, 1o the pit
rcad, and into the staging lanes.
Thesre is pride amang 1he o b
be part of a racecar that will par-
term in front of many Spectators
who ana 50 anihuesiastic abow the
sport. The car comes to a halt in
Eha siaging kanes, and | craad Beck
i b ged ready Lo suit up, | have a
brief distussion with my compati-
Lo, Some ane polile, A Tew ara not.
Usually it is o pleasant experienca.
Wea discuss lans choice and stan-
g KiGsyncrasies, My compatto
uses an aviormatic. Hi has to sa
his trans braka and launch AFM in
singing. | tedl him my routing with
my Ghitsh, and we dacsida who
will slage frst, In 50me cases, the
compatior 15 Secrabve. And we

wing it, | oo not came who stages
first. | wauld rather hanve agrsamant
ahead of ime. Long s1aging cuals
can be o danger to bath in thak thay
can damags aquipmssnt. Il | wars
in the Pro ranks with a bunch of
money on Ehé g or 4 champion-
ghip race, 4 may be different. But in
the bracket and gentieman racing
thad | o, |wan S1aging in soncert.
Cineca hed Bngs i3 BE, wod COompata all
out for the faish line.

SLIT UF: I 80l up in my G-layer
firgy G, | put o mry fing: 2O0RS, | put
ferm Tiflesd aarp LS an My ears, a
Mo Frpad SO0ck, and Faviar hal-
met. The helmaot &= full seed. Panf
of my peripheral wision is Dlocked
off. The start of tunngl vision is tha
megull. The racecar Body and én-
ging will complete the turnel vision
rigult. Th criw helps i 19 put 60
my neck brace. Mow | can hardly
mowg my upper body. s stifened
by layers and Layers of saleldy gear

GETTING IMN; Lhe Funnycar s
equipped with high framing ex-
pension Tor krnee proteclion. My
access skt for entry betwesn the
By and Kness Braca [rams rails ig
small, It is a chore o gel imand oul
with the body in the air. | am now
geated im the light SoCkpil. | cannot
reach my seat and shouder belts
tuckad away o amry The coim-
binagion of my theck fine sant and
tight frama & seat reduced ry arm
mowamants 1o only a small ranga
ini feont of me, Thad s to reach tha
e, aihaugh one of thoda ig
tha seat belt disconnect kv in tha
canber of iy lap. The criw must
fasten my belts and amm nestraing
stps o that kvor pasembly. The
ragiraim siraps and reduerssd a0 that
& drved's armns ang kept nsikde tha
racecar in ke event af a rollower. |
am all sacured and comionakble. My
feet are in ploce on the clutch pedal
e e balt and tha throdtie pedal 1o
i reghd, The Cney makoas o last
check of firg préssure. 'Wa rum 5
b 7 pal for Hooslers, and 4.5 10 6
PE for Goodvoars, We hove also
skagaered e prassure from A paei
b2 psi detlerance Ingm  side 10 si0a
o compendats for borgue Steer. Wa
have Somne thal Trom time 1o tima
ini this mnd othar recocars that wa
Megve worked with., The racscar
should track straight under powes
Tire pressune siagger is ona fine
ning method o some racecars
and teams. We got the go ahaod
b pull up 10 1ha starting arsa. Tha
cravw pulis tha fea Dotlle saledy
ping & parachute ping and shows

them bo ma a5 8 salefy tacton That
i @& real reld b sea those pins
You know the sadety equipmeant is
armad.

PULL INTO STARTING PRS-
TEGM: The track official motkons wus
b5 o ahead Tha tow car pulls tha
racecar imo the staming postion
then backs mong side for starter
cable acoegs. The o climbs oul
ard positions ihamselvas angund
thir racecar bo sfart . The remots
gtaner (8 in posiion ahead o the
blower drive. The trock official
pives e olar signal. The onsw
primes the engine from & bottks of
mathanal. We vsa gas for priming
0N CODl days. Thay ook at me for
n thusmbs-up. | plece my keft hand
firrmily on tha brake handa wilh tha
beakn firmiy sngaged all the time
thr Eri is around the front of tha
racecar The Ccréw NAS Desn in-
structed 10 avoid sionding near the
frel wiher 1 racecar i S1arting in
Casd A jumps Torsand Trom & gear
engagernent mistake. My other
hand i fimly on the stearing wieal
with my thumb on the magneto
kil switeh. My cluteh baat is o tha
o | have 10 maks & COnSciis
theught Bhal my throtthe pedal feot
ia off the pedal. My ransmission
has no noutral. My centrifugal as
citlesd padal cluich hags amnsugh
counter weight fo angage Aself at
high RPK. All that is on iy mind i
holCing that racecar stoposd afer
the engine starts up. | remain ner
voLs abou? crevw salety all e tima
thiry are around The rececan 1o star
it and lawer the Body. | do & last
chachk iof conbrols position and oil
pressang, | Enke o deep beoadh pnd
give them the thumbs up.

Ta be continued. ..
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